
1936 Round 3 Saturday 25th April Leichhardt Oval 

                  Western Suburbs 30          def.                        Balmain 13 

  Jim SHARMAN  Fullback   Charlie RICHARDS   
 Fred COMBER  Wing   Sid GOODWIN                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 Vince SHEEHAN  Centre   Jack REDMAN                                                                                                                    
 Cliff PEARCE (c)  Centre   George FRANKLAND                                                         
 Ray HINES   Wing   Syd CHRISTENSEN                                                    
 Pat WHITE   Five-eighth  Joe BUSCH (c)                                                                                                           
 Les MEAD    Half   Tommy GRAHAME                                                                                      
 Bill McLEOD   Lock   Maurice FITZGERALD                                                                                             
 Ray GILLAM   Second Row  Ed BEAVER                                                                       
 Jack ARNOLD  Second Row  Norm COX                                                                                   
 Bill WHEELER  Front Row  Frank GRIFFITHS                                                                
 Mick SHIELDS  Hooker   Bill ALEXANDER                                                                                       
 Jack SPILLANE  Front Row  Dave MANNING 

      
 
Tries  Fred COMBER (2) Syd CHRISTENSEN 
  Pat WHITE (2) Norm COX 
  Les MEAD Jack REDMAN 
  Bill McLEOD 
  Vince SHEEHAN 
  Jack SPILLANE    
       
Goals  Les MEAD (3)     Syd CHRISTENSEN (2) 
         
   
 

Match Description  
Western Suburbs: Full-back: J Sharman; three-quarters: F Comber, C Pearce (capt), V Sheehan, R Hines; halves: P White, L Mead; forwards: W 
McLeod, R Gillam, J Arnold, W Wheeler, M Shields, J Spillane 
Balmain: Full-back: C Richards; three-quarters: S Goodwin, J Redman, G Frankland, S Christensen; halves: J Busch (capt), T Grahame; forwards: 
M Fitzgerald, E Beaver, N Cox, F Griffiths, W Alexander, D Manning     Referee: A Spankie    (Rugby League News 2nd May 1936) 
 
Before a record crowd of 10,500 at Leichhardt Oval, the Magpies pecked pieces out of the Tigers, staging a return to form and proving that the 
dropping of players holus bolus and inclusion of sparkling young blood, is at times beneficial to a club. Wests won 30-13. “Mousey” Mead 
covered himself with glory and outplayed 'Chimpy' Busch. A case of the mouse and the fox — with Mead on top. Cliff Pearce never missed an 
opportunity and he repeatedly pierced the defence and was a source of worry to Balmain. Comber had Wests' supporters way up in the clouds 
on resuming, scoring a deuce of brilliant tries. With five-eight White's retirement Balmain came into the picture with a treble of tries in the 
dying stages of the game. The best was when Busch, inside Wests' half, sent to Grahame, to Redman, back to Grahame, then to Christensen, 
who galloped over. Alan Ridley was an absentee owing to an attack of 'flu. This gave Hines an opportunity to rehabilitate himself, after being 
dropped to the Reserves. He never missed anything that came his way and was nearly in a couple of times and showed marked improvement 
in his form. (Truth 26th April 1936) 
 
A record crowd of nearly 9000 paid £411 at Leichhardt Oval where Western Suburbs, whose team had undergone seven changes from the 
previous round, showed vastly improved form. It was not until the Western Suburbs five-eighth P White left the field injured in the second half 
that Balmain managed to score tries. It was surprising that Balmain allowed Mead successfully to exploit the short kick so frequently. Mead 
was superior to Busch generally and his quick transfers enabled his backs to get going and brilliant team work capped the good work. …. The 
forwards played with dash and the backs combined splendidly. … (The Sydney Morning Herald 27th April 1936) 
 
Probably the youngest First Grade player in the competition, Jack Arnold, of Wests, will not celebrate his seventeenth birthday until late in the 
year. This young giant – he is six feet three inches in height and tips the beam at 14 stone – went right into the Reserve Grade from the local 
juniors, and, after two games in the lower grade, was elevated to the First Grade side and played like a veteran against Balmain. Local 
supporters are hoping and suggesting that the lad will turn out to be a second George Treweeke. Let us hope they may be right in their 
judgement. (Rugby League News 2nd May 1936) 
 

……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Notes: Wests returned to form with a vastly different team, featuring seven changes in personnel. A record crowd for Leichhardt of over 10,000 
attended. Harold Matthews (Balmain Secretary) tried to stuff more in but there were still queues outside when the game started. Pat White (ex-
St George) debuted and played an excellent game until he was forced off injured in the second half. Alan Ridley was out with the flu and Ray 
Hines, coming up from Reserves, played a much improved game. The debut of Jack Arnold caused a sensation as the giant 16 year old made a 
big impression. 

 


