WESTERN WESTERN
SUBURBS 1944 Round 13 Saturday 5th August North Sydney Oval SUBURBS
Western Suburbs 12 def. North Sydney 11

Ron MARTIN Fullback Stan RIDGWAY

Alf CARDY Wing Johnny BLISS

Ron HILL Centre Frank HYDE (c)

Jack RUSSELL Centre Cyril McMAHON

Bruce BROWN Wing Fred DHU

Arthur SEAMER Five-eighth Johnny McLACHLAN

Pat BUGDEN (c) Half Finley BRIAN

Arthur CLUES Lock Athol CAIRNS

George LUCAS Second Row Gordon SCULLY

Cec WILLIAMS Second Row Ken BENNETT

Eric MAGILL Front Row Harry McKINNON

Neville SPENCE Hooker Frank FACER

Ralph DAVISON Front Row Pat McCABE
Tries Alf CARDY Finley BRIAN

Jack RUSSELL Pat McCABE

Goals Arthur SEAMER (3)

Cyril McMAHON

Stan RIDGWAY (1)

Match Description

North Sydney: Full-back: S Ridgway; three-quarters: J Bliss, F Hyde, C McMahon, F Dhu; halves: J McLachlan, F Brian; forwards: A Cairns, G
Scully, K Bennett, R McKinnon, F Facer, P McCabe

Western Suburbs: Full-back: R Martin; three-quarters: A Cardy, R Hill, J Russell, B Brown; halves: A Seamer, P Bugden; forwards: A Clues, G
Lucas, C Williams, E Magill, N Spence, R Davidson Referee: A Shiner (Rugby League News 19th August 1944)

When Bugden kicked off the attendance was about 5000. ...... McMahon and Hyde handled before Dhu had the ball, but Cardy came across
and tackled the Norths' winger when a score looked certain. A magnificent movement by Wests ended on Norths' line. Clues broke through
from his own 25, kicked, and, following on fast, regained possession, passed to Cardy, on to Brown, who was brought down inches from the
line. However, Russell raced over to score well out, after Bugden and Seamer had handled. Seamer converted and Wests led 5-nil. North
Sydney attacked, and Scully and Brian took play to Wests' 25 where from a scrum McLachlan passed to McMahon, who raced over for a
splendid try, well out. Ridgway failed to convert. Wests led 5-3. Norths had a penalty 35 yards out, almost In front, but Ridgway’s kick was just
wide of the post. As the half-time bell rang Cairns had a shot at goal 40 yards out, near touch, but the ball was short of the posts. Half-time
scores: Wests 5,Norths 3. Immediately after the resumption the forwards had a clash and Facer and Williams were called out from a scrum,
and warned by the referee, who awarded Norths a penalty. Cairns' kick at goal was wide. When Ridgway misfielded Martin's kick, Cardy raced
through and fielded the ball, but in a race for the try-line he was overtaken and grandly tackled by McLachlan. Clues was offside 10 yards inside
half-way, but Ridgway’s kick at goal from in front was short. Martin, who was bleeding from a kick on the head, was carried to the side-line.
Seamer kicked a goal from 35 yards out near the touchline, as Martin was taken to the dressing-room by ambulance men. Wests led, 7-3. After
Wests forwards had handled the ball to take play to North's 25, Bugden slung a pass to Russell, on to Cardy, who raced over to score near the
corner. Seamer converted, and Wests led 12-3. Clues at this stage was taken from lock-forward to full-back in Martin's absence. After Scully,
Cairns and Facer had taken play to Wests' 25, Brian, Norths' five-eighth, shot through on the blind side and scored a great solo try, which
Ridgway failed to convert. Wests led 13-9. Right on top of this McMahon broke away near half-way, passed to Scully, who raced ahead end
passed to McCabe. He propped, beat Clues, and raced under the posts for a great try. Ridgway converted and Wests led 12-11.Towards the
finish another clash occurred among the forwards and several players were cautioned. (The Sun 5th August 1944)

Congratulations to E Bennett and M Hogan on their selection in the Army 1sts, and to A Seamer, E Magill and W Keato on their selection in the
Second Team...Arthur Clues is to be tried out in the second row for the Rest 1sts Team, and it will be interesting to see how the experiment will
work out...Neville Hogan has had a meteoric rise in grade football. At the commencement of the season he was not graded, but a player failed
to appear in the first competition game and he was given a chance. From that day he has not looked back, and today he ranks with the best
half-backs in Sydney. (Rugby League News 19th August 1944)

Notes: This was a remarkable turnaround from the previous week’s thrashing and was very meritorious, considering Wests played with 12 men
in the second half, after Ron Martin was forced off with injury. Bennett and Peime were still out injured, allowing Ron Hill to make his first
appearance for 1944 and the debut of Eric Magill. This win forced Norths out of the semis. Clues went to fullback in the second half and went
well. He was certainly versatile. A number of players were picked in the Army teams.




