WESTERN WESTERN
SUBURBS 1936 Round 12 Saturday 8th August Pratten Park SUBURBS
Western Suburbs 17 def. Balmain 7
Jim SHARMAN Fullback Frank JOHNSTON
Stan TANCRED Wing Sid GOODWIN
Vince SHEEHAN Centre Jack REDMAN
Cliff PEARCE (c) Centre Jim DUCKWORTH
Ray HINES Wing Dave COLLESS
Pat WHITE Five-eighth Syd CHRISTENSEN (c)
Les MEAD Half Tommy GRAHAME
Don MURRAY Lock Roy PALMER
Ray GILLAM Second Row Ed BEAVER
Edward MEWTON Second Row Norm COX
Bill WHEELER Front Row Frank GRIFFITHS
Ray WALDON Hooker Bill ALEXANDER
Athol SMITH Front Row Dave MANNING
Tries Edward MEWTON Dave MANNING
Stan TANCRED
Pat WHITE
Goals Les MEAD (4) Syd CHRISTENSEN (2)

Match Description

Western Suburbs: Full-back: J Sharman; three-quarters: S Tancred, V Sheehan, C Pearce (capt), R Hines; halves: P White, L Mead; forwards: D
Murray, R Gillam, T Mewton, A Smith, R Waldon, W Wheeler
Balmain: Full-back: F Johnston; three-quarters: S Goodwin, J Redman, J Duckworth, D Colless; halves: T Grahame, S Christensen (capt);

forwards: R Palmer, E Beaver, N Cox, F Griffiths, W Alexander, D Manning Referee: L Deane (Rugby League News 22nd August 1936)

Ridley was again absent from the Western Suburbs side. Tancred took his place. Christensen opened the game, and Gillam was cautioned.
Christensen went close to a goal from well out. White threatened danger but Redman saved with a good tackle. .... Wheeler, Waldon and
Gillam combined nicely, and then came another free to Wests. Mead took it, and made no mistake this time. Wests 2, Balmain nil. ... Balmain
were trying hard to open up the game, Goodwin and Grahame shining, and a free saw Christensen go close to scoring with a penalty kick.
Mead gulled Cox into tackling him offside, and Balmain lost much ground. ..... Balmain was getting most of the ball, but when Wests heeled
near the half-way mark, White cut through nicely, and made an opening, which enlarged, before sending on to Sheehan, to Tancred, who went
hard to score. Mead kicked a good goal. Wests 7, Balmain nil. Half-time scores: —Western Suburbs 7.Balmain nil.

Five minutes after the commencement of the second half Christensen kicked a neat goal. Western Suburbs 7, Balmain 2. Balmain kept up the
pressure and Goodwin was in the picture, but a free helped Wests out. Then followed the best movement of the day. Sharman brilliantly
fielded a kick at goal by Christensen and reverse-passed to Pearce. Sheehan had it next and made a thrilling run that gained half the length of
the ground. From a ruck, the ball went to Hines, who ran strongly down the wing, before in-passing to Mewton who scored near the posts.
Mead goaled. Western Suburbs 13, Balmain 2. In a spirited dash at the line, Manning scored for Balmain, after a general mill, and when
Christensen goaled the scores were Wests 12. Balmain 7. A few minutes later Mead kicked a good penalty goal. ....An intercept gave Wests its
next try. White dwelt on Grahame's pass to Christensen and was through like a flash to elude Johnston and score In the corner. Mead missed

that goal. Wests 17, Balmain 7. (The Sun 8th August 1936)

Despite their lowly possie on the points perch, the Magpies winged their way to victory, yesterday, at Pratten Park, and it was a sorry looking
lot of 'Tigers' Harold Matthews took home to Balmain. ... 'Mousey' Mead was a notable exception, and the best back on the field. When he
tackled, his man stayed 'put’, and he was keen in taking advantage of numerous errors. Pat White made Stan Tancred's try and scored one
himself, while Vince Sheehan put in a glorious run to make Ted Newton's try possible. Mead's 4 goals made up Wests' tally of 17. Balmain's

lone try was lucky, as L. Deane was the only one present who didn't see Dave Manning off-side. ‘Sarty’ Christensen could only manage 2 goals.
(Truth 9th August 1936)

The speed of Ted Mewton, as illustrated by him when he trailed Vince Sheehan to Balmain’s custodian, to accept the last pass and run in for a
try, was an eye-opener to the majority of the spectators. The improvement of play shown by this forceful forward in his latter games has been
outstanding, and his promotion to the higher grade fully justified. (Rugby League News 15th August 1936)

Notes: In a match plagued by penalties and a big loss in the scrums for Wests, they were still able to prevail with a very strong performance. Les
Mead was back to his absolute best and set the backs going. Alan Ridley was still out but Stan Tancred still scored on his wing in another return
to form after injury. Balmain’s last try was apparently scored in an off-side position, emphasising Wests’ superiority in this match.




