
1944 Round 12 Saturday 29th July Pratten Park 

                         Balmain 64     def.                 Western Suburbs 2 

 Dave PARKINSON  Fullback   Ron MARTIN    
 Arthur PATTON (c)  Wing   Bruce BROWN                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 Tom BOURKE  Centre   Jack BANNER                                                                                                                  
 Pat DEVERY   Centre   Fred YANZ Jnr                                                       
 Keith PARKINSON  Wing   Alf CARDY                                                     
 Stan PONCHARD  Five-eighth  Jack RUSSELL                                                                                                             
 Frank DRIESE  Half   Pat BUGDEN (c)                                                                                    
 Jack HAMPSTEAD  Lock   Arthur CLUES                                                                                               
 Sid RYAN   Second Row  Ralph DAVISON                                                                        
 Athol SMITH   Second Row  George LUCAS                                                                                    
 Colin CAMPBELL  Front Row  Len CLANCY                                                                
 George WATT  Hooker   Neville SPENCE                                                                                        
 Dawson BUCKLEY  Front Row  Fred McKEAN 
        
Tries  Dawson BUCKLEY (2)      
  Jack HAMPSTEAD (2) 
  Dave PARKINSON (2) 
  Stan PONCHARD (2) 
  Tom BOURKE 
  Pat DEVERY 
  Keith PARKINSON 
  Arthur PATTON 
  Athol SMITH 
  George WATT 
   
Goals  Frank DRIESE (11)     Ron MARTIN (1)    
  
 

 
Match Description   
Western Suburbs: Full-back: R Martin; three-quarters: A Cardy, J Banner, F Yanz, B Brown; halves: J Russell, P Bugden; forwards: A Clues, G 
Lucas, R Davidson, L Clancy, N Spence, F McKean 
Balmain: Full-back: D Parkinson; three-quarters: A Patton, T Bourke, P Devery, K Parkinson; halves: S Ponchard, P Driese’ forwards: J 
Hampstead, S Ryan, A Smith, C Campbell, G Watt, D Buckley     Referee: T McMahon    (Rugby League News 23rd July 1944) 
 
Western Suburbs Rugby League team were beaten 64-2 by Balmain at Pratten Park yesterday. It was the club's worst defeat for 35 years. Even 
Balmain's full-back, D. Parkinson, shared in the riot of scoring with two tries. Wests, without Seamer, Bennett, Peime, and Taylor, injured, had 
to call on Davidson, who had played in the third grade game. Ten of the thirteen Balmain players scored tries, D. Parkinson, Buckley, and 
Ponchard securing two each. Driese, apart from being the pivot of all attacking moves, kicked 10 goals. Wests were best served by Clues, 
Brown, and McKean. Attendance was 8100. (The Daily Telegraph 30th July 1944) 
 
Attendance was about 7500. A long kick by D. Parkinson was taken by Driese, who sent to Watt, to Ryan, to A Smith, who forced his way over 
in the corner. Driese missed at goal. Balmain led 3-nil. Driese sent a long pass to Ponchard at half-way and started a great, scoring movement. 
He went ahead before sending to Bourke, to K. Parkinson who turned in-field and sent to Watts. He put the ball in the air and Hampstead, 
following on fast, secured to score. Driese's kick was just outside. Balmain led 6-nil. Clues and Russell worked play deep into Balmain’s 25 and 
Ponchard threw a long pass to Patton, who dashed alongside the touchline with Watt trailing him on the inside. Coming to Martin, Patton sent 
to Watt, who raced away to score under the posts for Driese to goal. Balmain led 11-nil. Russell and Bugden took the ball to within inches of 
Balmain’s line. From a scrum Balmain was penalised and Martin kicked a good goal. Balmain led 11-2. A. Smith broke away from a melee and 
sent to Hampstead, to K. Parkinson, who turned infield and raced ahead to score under the posts, for Driese to kick an easy goal. Balmain led 
16-2. Patton then broke away and sent to D. Parkinson, who had come inside. The latter scored and Driese goaled-Balmain led 21-2. Balmain 
went farther ahead when Buckley scored wide out for Driese lo kick his fourth goal. Balmain led 26-2. From a scrum in front of Wests’ goal, 
Ponchard sent to Watt, who went ahead, but kicked down the corner post when going over for a try. As the half-time bell was ringing, Patton 
scored under the post for Driese to goal. Half-time scores: Balmain 31,Wests 2. ……McKean was hurt in a tackle, but was soon back in the 
game. McKean was stopped inches from Balmain’s line and then Spence forced his way over, but was recalled fora forward pass. Hampstead 
then forced his way over In the corner after Driese had made the opening and Driese goaled again. Balmain 64-2. (The Sun 29th July 1944) 

 
…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 
Notes:  Wests were without Seamer, Peime, Bennett and Taylor, all out injured, and were replaced by newcomers Ralph Davison and Len 
Clancy, with Fred McKean making a return. It was all to no avail as Balmain ran riot, particularly in the second half. 

 


